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&ROOHFW 
Eternal God, 
give us insight 
to discern your will for us, 
to give up what harms us, 
and to seek the perfection we are 

promised 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen  

3RVW-&RPPXQLRQ�3UD\HU 
Merciful Lord, 
grant your people grace to withstand the temptations 

of the world, the flesh and the devil, 
and with pure hearts and minds to follow you, the only 

God; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
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)RU�RXU�&RPPXQLW\�� 
Please pray for all who serve us in our local community  
)RU�RXU�&KXUFK� 
Please pray for all of our church services and activities 
Please pray for Bishops Mark; Julie and Sam, & Archdeacons Mike and Ian 
Please pray for Revd Malcolm Cowan and others who serve in the Chaplaincy department of the hospital   
)RU�WKH�ZRUOG�� 
Please pray for Peace  
Please pray for all countries of the world were  people suffer from war, natural disasters and the effects of 
climate change 
)RU�WKH�6LFN� Please pray for  Kenneth Michael (Liz Whitehead’s Father), Brian Tucker, Duncan Wardle 
(Graham Barley’s nephew), Kate McMahon (relative of Elizabeth Barton), Azeem (Dafydd and Meira's 9yr 
old Grandson ) awaiting open heart surgery at Alderhey Hospital. �and all those who are sick at home or in 
hospital.   
)RU�WKH�%HUHDYHG���Please pray for family and friends of Mike Douglas (funeral at St Bartholomew’s 
2pm Monday 4th April) and Erica Kazaz  
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Service DetailS  
For the next Fortnight 

 

^ƵŶ�ϮϬƚŚ�DĂƌĐŚ 
ϵ͘ϬϬĂŵ���W�,��Ăƚ�^ƚ��ĂƌƚƐ� 
ϭϬ͘ϯϬĂŵ�Dt�Ăƚ��^ƚ��ĂƌƚƐ�� 

 
^ƵŶ�ϮϳƚŚ�DĂƌĐŚ� 

          ϵ͘ϬϬĂŵ���W�,��Ăƚ�^ƚ��ĂƌƚƐ� 
     ϭϬ͘ϯϬĂŵ�DŽƌŶŝŶŐ�tŽƌƐŚŝƉ�Ăƚ�^ƚ��ŚĂĚƐ 

tŝƚŚ�:ƵŶŝŽƌ��ŚƵƌĐŚ� 
 

 
 

^ƵŶ�ϯƌĚ��Ɖƌŝů� 
ϵ͘ϬϬĂŵ���W�,��Ăƚ�^ƚ��ĂƌƚƐ� 
ϭϬ͘ϯϬĂŵ�,��Ăƚ��^ƚ��ĂƌƚƐ�� 

 
tĞĚŶĞƐĚĂǇƐ�ϭϬ͘ϯϬĂŵ�,��Ăƚ�^ƚ��ŚĂĚ͛Ɛ 
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�^ƵŶĚĂǇƐ�ϲ͘ϯϬƉŵ��ǀĞŶŝŶŐ�WƌĂǇĞƌ 
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Old Testament Reading : Isaiah 55:1-9   
55 Ho, everyone who thirsts, 
    come to the waters; 
and you that have no money, 
    come, buy and eat! 
Come, buy wine and milk 
    without money and without price. 
2 Why do you spend your money for that which is 
not bread, 
    and your labor for that which does not satisfy? 
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, 
    and delight yourselves in rich food. 
3 Incline your ear, and come to me; 
    listen, so that you may live. 
I will make with you an everlasting covenant, 
    my steadfast, sure love for David. 
4 See, I made him a witness to the peoples, 
    a leader and commander for the peoples. 
5 See, you shall call nations that you do not 
know, 

    and nations that do not know you shall run to 
you, 
because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of 
Israel, 
    for he has glorified you. 
6 Seek the LORD while he may be found, 
    call upon him while he is near; 
7 let the wicked forsake their way, 
    and the unrighteous their thoughts; 
let them return to the LORD, that he may have 
mercy on them, 
    and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 
8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
    nor are your ways my ways, says the LORD. 
9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 
    so are my ways higher than your ways  
 and my thoughts than your thoughts. 
 

 

New Testament Reading 1 Corinthians 10.1-13  
10 I do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, that our ancestors were all under the cloud, 
and all passed through the sea, 2 and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, 3 and 
all ate the same spiritual food, 4 and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual 
rock that followed them, and the rock was Christ. 5 Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of 
them, and they were struck down in the wilderness. 6 Now these things occurred as examples for us, 
so that we might not desire evil as they did. 7 Do not become idolaters as some of them did; as it is 
written, “The people sat down to eat and drink, and they rose up to play.” 8 We must not indulge in 
sexual immorality as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a single day. 9 We must not 
put Christ] to the test, as some of them did, and were destroyed by serpents. 10 And do not complain 
as some of them did, and were destroyed by the destroyer. 11 These things happened to them to serve 
as an example, and they were written down to instruct us, on whom the ends of the ages have 
come. 12 So if you think you are standing, watch out that you do not fall. 13 No testing has overtaken 
you that is not common to everyone. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tested beyond your 
strength, but with the testing he will also provide the way out so that you may be able to endure it.  

PSALM 63:1-9  
1    O God, you are my God; eagerly I seek you;  ♦  
my soul is a thirst for you.  
2    My flesh also faints for you,  ♦  
as in a dry and thirsty land where there is no water.  
3    So would I gaze upon you in your holy place,  ♦  
that I might behold your power and your glory.  
4    Your loving-kindness is better than life itself  ♦  
and so my lips shall praise you.  
5    I will bless you as long as I live  ♦  
and lift up my hands in your name.  

6    My soul shall be satisfied, as with marrow and 
fatness,  ♦  
and my mouth shall praise you with joyful lips,  
7    When I remember you upon my bed  ♦  
and meditate on you in the watches of the night.  
8    For you have been my helper  ♦  
and under the shadow of your wings will I rejoice.  
9    My soul clings to you;  ♦  
your right hand shall hold me fast.  



GOSPEL READING: Luke 13:1-9  
All: Glory to you, O Lord    
13 At that very time there were some present who told him about the Galileans whose 
blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. 2 He asked them, “Do you think that 
because these Galileans suffered in this way they were worse sinners than all other 
Galileans? 3 No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish as they did. 4 Or 
those eighteen who were killed when the tower of Siloam fell on them—do you think that 
they were worse offenders than all the others living in Jerusalem? 5 No, I tell you; but 
unless you repent, you will all perish just as they did.” 6 Then he told this parable: “A man 
had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came looking for fruit on it and found 
none. 7 So he said to the gardener, ‘See here! For three years I have come looking for 
fruit on this fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it down! Why should it be wasting the 
soil?’ 8 He replied, ‘Sir, let it alone for one more year, until I dig around it and put manure 
on it. 9 If it bears fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.’”  
 

All: Praise to you, O Christ   

dŚĞ��ůĞĐƚŽƌĂů�ZŽůů 
 

�ůů��ŚƵƌĐŚ�ŽĨ��ŶŐůĂŶĚ�ƉĂƌŝƐŚĞƐ�ĂƌĞ�ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞĚ�ƚŽ�ŵĂŝŶƚĂŝŶ�ĂŶ�ĞůĞĐƚŽƌĂů�ƌŽůů͘�dŚŽƐĞ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ǁŚŽƐĞ�ŶĂŵĞƐ�ĂƌĞ�
ŽŶ� ƚŚĞ� ƌŽůů� ĂƌĞ� ĞŶƟƚůĞĚ� ƚŽ� ĂƩĞŶĚ� ƚŚĞ� �ŶŶƵĂů� WĂƌŝƐŚ� DĞĞƟŶŐ� ĂŶĚ� ƚŽ� ǀŽƚĞ͘� dŚĞǇ� ĂƌĞ� ĂůƐŽ� ĞůŝŐŝďůĞ� ĨŽƌ��
ĞůĞĐƟŽŶ�ŽŶ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�WĂƌŽĐŚŝĂů��ŚƵƌĐŚ��ŽƵŶĐŝů͘�dŚĞ�ŶƵŵďĞƌ�ŽĨ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĞůĞĐƚŽƌĂů�ƌŽůů�ĂůƐŽ�ĚĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĞƐ�
ŚŽǁ�ŵĂŶǇ�ƌĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƟǀĞƐ�ĐĂŶ�ďĞ�ƐĞŶƚ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ��ĞĂŶĞƌǇ�^ǇŶŽĚ�ǁŚĞƌĞ�ĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶƐ�ŵĂǇ�ďĞ�ƚĂŬĞŶ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĞīĞĐƚ�
ƚŚĞ�ĐŚƵƌĐŚĞƐ�ǁŝƚŚŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĚĞĂŶĞƌǇ͘�/ƚ�ŝƐ�ƚŚĞƌĞĨŽƌĞ�ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ�ƚŚĂƚ�Ăůů�ƚŚŽƐĞ�ĞůŝŐŝďůĞ�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�ĞŶƚĞƌĞĚ�ŽŶ�ƚŽ�
ĞůĞĐƚŽƌĂů� ƌŽůů� ĨŽƌ� ƚŚŝƐ�ƉĂƌŝƐŚ�ŽĨ�^ƚ��ĂƌƚŚŽůŽŵĞǁ�dŚƵƌƐƚĂƐƚŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�^ƚ��ŚĂĚ� /ƌďǇ͘��ůƚŚŽƵŐŚ�ƚŚĞ�ƌŽůů�ŵĂǇ�ďĞ�
ƵƉĚĂƚĞĚ�ƌĞŐƵůĂƌůǇ�Ă�ŶĞǁ�ƌŽůů�ŚĂƐ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ĐƌĞĂƚĞĚ�ĞǀĞƌǇ�ϲ�ǇĞĂƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�ϮϬϭϵ�ǁĂƐ�ƚŚĞ�ŵŽƐƚ�ƌĞĐĞŶƚ�ǇĞĂƌ�ŝŶ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�
ƚŚŝƐ�ŚĂĚ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ĚŽŶĞ͘ 
 

dŽ�ďĞ�ĞůŝŐŝďůĞ�ĂƉƉůŝĐĂŶƚƐ�ŵƵƐƚ�ďĞ�ďĂƉƟƐĞĚ͕�ŽǀĞƌ�ϭϲ�ĂŶĚ 
�ŝƚŚĞƌ�� >ŝǀĞ�ǁŝƚŚŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĂƌŝƐŚ�ďŽƵŶĚĂƌǇ� 
Kƌ�     ,ĂǀĞ�ďĞĞŶ�Ă�ƌĞŐƵůĂƌ�ǁŽƌƐŚŝƉƉĞƌ�Ăƚ�^ƚ��ĂƌƚŚŽůŽŵĞǁ�dŚƵƌƐƚĂƐƚŽŶ�Žƌ�^ƚ��ŚĂĚ�/ƌďǇ� 
       ĨŽƌ�Ăƚ�ůĞĂƐƚ�ϲ�ŵŽŶƚŚƐ͘ 
 

�ƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶ�ĨŽƌŵƐ�ĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�ďĂĐŬ�ŽĨ�ďŽƚŚ�ĐŚƵƌĐŚĞƐ�Žƌ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĂƌŝƐŚ�ŽĸĐĞ�ďĞƚǁĞĞŶ�ϲ-ϮϬƚŚ�DĂƌĐŚ�
ϮϬϮϮ͘ 

'RZQORDG�WKH�$SS 
KWWSV���ZZZ�FKXUFKRIHQJODQG�RUJ�RXU-IDLWK�ZKDW-ZH-
EHOLHYH�OHQW-KRO\-ZHHN-DQG-HDVWHU�OLYHOHQW-HPEUDFLQJ-

MXVWLFH-RXU-OHQW-UHIOHFWLRQV 
25 

/LVWHQ�RQ�WKH�IUHH�3KRQH�/LQH 
1XPEHU� EHORZ�-�
SUHVV��� WR�KHDU�
WKH�GDLO\� UHIOHF�

WLRQ 
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      Irby Ukraine Gift Day 
 

A huge thank you to everyone who supported 
this event in anyway.   
  

Irby raised the wonderful amount of £2563.45 
of which £1540 has been gift aided too. 
We have received dried foods, toiletries and 
baby supplies which will be donated also.  

 

A cheque will be sent via Irby Methodist 
Church account to the International Aid Char-
ity in  
Chorley. 
 

Once again thank you to all, in demonstrating 
your generosity, care and compassion for the 
people of Ukraine whom we continue to pray 
for their safety and peace in their country. 
Yours in Christian love  
on behalf of Irby Methodist Church 
Linda Renmans 

Holy Week and Easter Services 
 

Sunday 10th April  Palm Sunday  
 9.00am BCP Communion at St Bartholomew’s 
 10.30am All-Age Service at St Chad’s 
 

Wednesday 13th April      
 10.30am Communion at St Chad’s 
 

Thursday 14th April  Maundy Thursday  
 7.30pm Communion at St Chad’s 
 

Friday 15th April   Good Friday   
 10.00am All-Age Service at St Chad’s 
 2.00pm “Hour at the Cross” at St Bartholomew’s 
 

Sunday 17th April Easter Day    
 9.00am BCP Communion at St Bartholomew’s 
 10.30am Communion at St Bartholomew’s  

&RQJUDWXODWLRQV�WR�%HFN\�5DQGDOO��
KHU�FRIIHH�PRUQLQJ�ODVW�ZHHN�
UDLVHG������IRU�$O]KHLPHU
V�
6RFLHW\���,W�ZDV�VXFK�D�ORYHO\�
DWPRVSKHUH�DQG�HQMR\HG�E\�PDQ\�� 

7KDQN�\RX�WR�HYHU\RQH�ZKR�
VXSSRUWHG�E\�KHOSLQJ�DQG�E\�
DWWHQGLQJ�� 



Are you Experiencing Domestic Abuse? 
Freephone  

24 hr Helpline 
0808 2000 247 

 

Irby Pharmacy is a safe space 

 

 

 

 

^ƚ� �ĂƌƚŚŽůŽŵĞǁ� ĂŶĚ� ^ƚ� �ŚĂĚ� ƚĂŬĞƐ� ŝƚƐ� ĚƵƚǇ�
ĂŶĚ� ŽďůŝŐĂƟŽŶ� ƚŽ� ƉƌŽƚĞĐƚ� Ăůů� ĞǆƚƌĞŵĞůǇ� ƐĞƌŝͲ
ŽƵƐůǇ͘�tĞ�ŚĂǀĞ�ĂĚŽƉƚĞĚ� ƚŚĞ�ŶĂƟŽŶĂů� �ŚƵƌĐŚ�
ŽĨ� �ŶŐůĂŶĚΖƐ� ƌŽďƵƐƚ� ƉƌŽĐĞĚƵƌĞƐ� ĂŶĚ� ŐƵŝĚĞͲ
ůŝŶĞƐ͘�zŽƵ�ĐĂŶ�ĮŶĚ�ŽƵƚ�ŵŽƌĞ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĂƟŽŶͲ
Ăů� ƉŽůŝĐŝĞƐ� ĂŶĚ� ƉƌŽĐĞĚƵƌĞƐ� Ăƚ�
ǁǁǁ͘ĐŚƵƌĐŚŽĨĞŶŐůĂŶĚ͘ŽƌŐͬƐĂĨĞŐƵĂƌĚŝŶŐ� 
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�ŚƌŝƐƚŝĂŶƐ�ĂƌĞ�ĐĂůůĞĚ�ƚŽ�ĨŽůůŽǁ�:ĞƐƵƐ�ĞĂĐŚ�ĚĂǇ͕ ��ǁŚĞƌĞǀĞƌ�ǁĞ�ĂƌĞ�–�ŝŶ�ŽƵƌ�ŚŽŵĞƐ �͕ǁŽƌŬƉůĂĐĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�����
ŶĞŝŐŚďŽƵƌŚŽŽĚƐ �͕ĂƐ�ǁĞůů�ĂƐ�ŝŶ�ĐŚƵƌĐŚ͘�dŚĞ�ĚŝŽĐĞƐĞ�ĂƌĞ�ƌƵŶŶŝŶŐ�Ă�ƐĞƌŝĞƐ�ŽĨ�ĞǀĞŶŝŶŐƐ�ŽǀĞƌ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĞǆƚ�
ĨĞǁ�ŵŽŶƚŚƐ�ƚŽ�ŚĞůƉ�ǇŽƵ�ĨŝŶĚ�ŽƵƚ�ŵŽƌĞ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ŚŽǁ�ƚŚĞ�ůŽĐĂů�ĐŚƵƌĐŚ�ĐĂŶ�ĞŶĐŽƵƌĂŐĞ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ƚŽ�ůŝǀĞ�ŽƵƚ�
ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĨĂŝƚŚ�ŝŶ�ĞǀĞƌǇĚĂǇ�ůŝĨĞ͘�dŚŝƐ�ƐĞƐƐŝŽŶ�ŝƐ�ĂŝŵĞĚ��ƉĂƌƚŝĐƵůĂƌůǇ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĂƌŝƐŚĞƐ�ŝŶ��ŝƌŬĞŶŚĞĂĚ �͕tĂůůĂƐĞǇ�
ĂŶĚ�tŝƌƌĂů�EŽƌƚŚ� 
 

dŽ�ZĞŐŝƐƚĞƌ�ƉůĞĂƐĞ�ŐŽ�ƚŽ�KWWSV���ZZZ�HYHQWEULWH�FR�XN�H�HYHU\GD\-IDLWK-LQ-ELUNHQKHDG-
ZDOODVH\-DQG-ZLUUDO-QRUWK-GHDQHULHV-WLFNHWV-����������������Žƌ�ĐŽŶƚĂĐƚ�<ĂƚĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŽĸĐĞ͕� 



Trial Service Pattern will remain in place for the time being 
 

Thank You to everyone who contributed to the review of services. All your comments were collated into a document 
which was circulated to the PCC ahead of the meeting on Monday 7th March. The PCC spent an hour discussing these 
comments. The feedback was naturally very mixed, with some people liking the new service times and others wishing 
to return to the old pattern. 
 

The main concerns for the PCC were that we need a service pattern which is sustainable into the future, and which will 
provide the best opportunities for growth and welcoming new people, especially families and children into our church 
family. The best way to do this would be to have one service in each of our buildings every Sunday, however the PCC 
were aware that doing this would be challenging for many reasons, and so decided to remain with the trial service 
pattern for the time being, whilst exploring further some new ways forward. 
 

The PCC looked at some statistics which showed that between 2017-2019: - 
· the 8.00am congregation had remained constant at around 9 people 
· the 9.30am congregation had remained steady at around 33 adults and 10 children 
· the 11.15am congregation had shrunk from around 28 people to 19 people 
· the Wednesday morning congregation had remained constant at around 8 people 
 

During the pandemic, all congregations (in common with many other churches) had shrunk considerably. As we enter 
the recovery phase, the service review feedback indicates that some people have no intention of ever returning to “in 
person worship” and many others have              re-evaluated and will come less often than they used to do, in order to 
spend more time with family and friends at the weekends. 
 

The statistics for September 2021 through to February 2022 show that: - 
· the 9.00am congregation has grown with attendance averaging at 12 people, a couple of whom would pre-

pandemic have chosen to worship at St Chad’s. 
· the Wednesday congregation has grown with attendance ranging between 8 and 15 people. 
· the 10.30am service at St Chad’s is averaging at around 23 adults and 3 children 
· the 10.30am service at St Bartholomew’s is averaging at around 18 adults, half of whom would pre-pandemic 

have chosen to worship at St Chad’s. 
 

Much of the feedback reveals that our varied pattern of services and styles of service has been appreciated over many 
years. This past strength is now becoming a weakness, as we are spread too thinly across too many services for 
growth to become a real possibility and for a decreasing number of ageing volunteers to maintain. Now is the time for 
us to look outwards, to look at the needs of our community, to seek to encourage new people to join us on the journey 
of faith. If we are to survive as a parish, we must grow. 
 

Growth is likely to mean change and sacrifice on our part. The PCC, being aware that change will not come easily, are 
therefore taking some more time to reflect and engage with families before making decisions as to how we can best 
create a sustainable and growing pattern of services to lead us into the future. 
 

The PCC rejoice in the support which the congregation have shown during the last two years. We are encouraged that 
people are finding their way back into the churches in gradually increasing numbers. We are planning to celebrate in 
style during the Queen’s Jubilee weekend. 

Annual Parochial Church Meeting: 7.30pm on Monday 4th April via Zoom  
(Joining details available by emailing rector@thurstaston.org.uk) 

 

More details, along with the minutes of last years meeting can be found in the March  magazine. 

  

It would be fabulous to welcome new members onto the Parochial Church Council. There are 4 
vacancies (two people whose term of office is coming to end are considering re-standing). There is 
also a vacancy for someone to represent us on Deanery Synod. And there is a church warden 
vacancy. So LOTS OF OPPORTUNITY for more people to get involved in this way. Nomination forms 
are at the back of both churches. If you want to know what's involved, please speak to Revd Jane or 
any member of the PCC (Liz Whitehead, Chris Smale, Julie Davies, Andy Harford, Judith Hodgson, 
Pat Neil, Graham Barley, Janet Trigg, Julie DeBoorder, Malcolm Studholme, Jon Oliver, Chris 
Williams, Roger Jackson, Elizabeth Barton) 


