
The Churches of St Bartholomew and St Chad 
Thurstaston and Irby 
6th December 2020 –  Second Sunday of Advent   

 

Church Office: Mrs K Butler, St Chad’s Church, Roslin Road, Irby, CH61 3UH 

Tel 648 8169.  Website: www.thurstaston.org.uk E-Mail: office@thurstaston.org.uk 
Revd Jane Turner 648 1816 (Day off Tuesday). E-Mail: rector@thurstaston.org.uk 

Collect 

Almighty God, 
purify our hearts and minds, 
that when your Son Jesus Christ comes 
again as judge and saviour 
we may be ready to receive him, 
who is our Lord and our God. 
Amen 

Post-Communion Prayer 

Father in heaven, 
who sent your Son to redeem the world 
and will send him again to be our judge: 
give us grace so to imitate him in the humility and 
purity of his first coming that, when he comes 
again, we may be ready to greet him 
with joyful love and firm faith; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 

FOR OUR PRAYERS THIS WEEK  
For our Community:  
Please pray for local businesses as they adapt to the new Tier system of restrictions. 
Please pray for the hospital chaplain (Revd Malcolm Cowan) as he unceasingly supports patients 
who can’t have visitors. 
Please pray for our schools as they prepare for Christmas Online Nativity and Carol Services 
For our Church:   
Please pray for those participating in Advent groups and using Advent Resources, that they may 
encounter afresh the Comfort and Joy which God provides 
For the world:  
Please continue to pray for countries struggling to reduce the number of Coronavirus infections 
and deaths.  
For the Sick:  
Please continue to pray for Molly (aged 2), Anna Drysdale, Audrey Fernyhough, Julie Davies, 
Mary Wishart , Rebecca Crone (Judith Hodgson’s granddaughter) and all those who are sick at 
home or in hospital.  
For the Bereaved:   
Please pray for family and friends of Sheila Denton.  
From the Anglican Prayer Cycle:  
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OLD TESTAMENT READING:  Isaiah 40:1-11    

40 Comfort, comfort my people, 
    says your God. 
2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 
    and proclaim to her 
that her hard service has been completed, 
    that her sin has been paid for, 
that she has received from the Lord’s hand 
    double for all her sins. 
3 A voice of one calling: 
“In the wilderness prepare 
    the way for the Lord; 
make straight in the desert 
    a highway for our God. 
4 Every valley shall be raised up, 
    every mountain and hill made low; 
the rough ground shall become level, 
    the rugged places a plain. 
5 And the glory of the Lord will be revealed, 
    and all people will see it together. 
For the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” 
6 A voice says, “Cry out.” 
    And I said, “What shall I cry?” 
“All people are like grass, 
    and all their faithfulness is like the flowers of the field. 
7 The grass withers and the flowers fall, 
    because the breath of the Lord blows on them. 
    Surely the people are grass. 
8 The grass withers and the flowers fall, 
    but the word of our God endures forever.” 
9 You who bring good news to Zion, 
    go up on a high mountain. 
You who bring good news to Jerusalem, 
    lift up your voice with a shout, 
lift it up, do not be afraid; 
    say to the towns of Judah, 
    “Here is your God!” 
10 See, the Sovereign Lord comes with power, 
    and he rules with a mighty arm. 
See, his reward is with him, 
    and his recompense accompanies him. 
11 He tends his flock like a shepherd: 
    He gathers the lambs in his arms 
and carries them close to his heart; 
    he gently leads those that have young. 

Psalm  85:1-2,8-13 
1   Lord, you were gracious to your land;  ♦ 
   you restored the fortunes of Jacob. 
2   You forgave the offence of your                        
          people  ♦ 
   and covered all their sins. 
8   I will listen to what the Lord God will       
                 say,  ♦ 
   for he shall speak peace to his people     
 and to the faithful, that they turn not       
 again to folly. 
9   Truly, his salvation is near to those who    
                 fear him,  ♦ 
    that his glory may dwell in our land. 
10 Mercy and truth are met together,  ♦ 
    righteousness and peace have kissed    
  each other; 
11 Truth shall spring up from the earth  ♦ 
    and righteousness look down from       
  heaven. 
12   The Lord will indeed give all that is        
                  good,  ♦ 
    and our land will yield its increase. 
13   Righteousness shall go before him  ♦ 
    and direct his steps in the way. 



NEW TESTAMENT READING: 2 Peter 3:8-15a   
 

8 
But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a 

thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day. 
9 
The Lord is not slow in 

keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. Instead he is patient with you, 
not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance. 

10 
But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a 

roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything done in it 
will be laid bare. 

11 
Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to 

be? You ought to live holy and godly lives 
12 

as you look forward to the day of God 
and speed its coming. That day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by 
fire, and the elements will melt in the heat. 

13 
But in keeping with his promise we 

are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, where righteousness dwells. 

14 
So then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, make every effort to 

be found spotless, blameless and at peace with him. 
15 

Bear in mind that our Lord’s 
patience means salvation 

 

GOSPEL READING: Mark 1:1-8  
 

All: Glory to you, O Lord   

 

1 The beginning of the good news about Jesus the Messiah, the Son of 
God, 2 as it is written in Isaiah the prophet: 

4 And so John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, preaching a 
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5 The whole Judean 
countryside and all the people of Jerusalem went out to him. Confessing 
their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River. 6 John wore 
clothing made of camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and 
he ate locusts and wild honey. 7 And this was his message: “After me 
comes the one more powerful than I, the straps of whose sandals I am 
not worthy to stoop down and untie. 8 I baptize you with water, but he 
will baptize you with] the Holy Spirit.” 
 
 

All: Praise to you, O Christ   

“I will send my messenger ahead of you, 
    who will prepare your way”

[
 

3 
“a voice of one calling in the wilderness, 

‘Prepare the way for the Lord, 
    make straight paths for him.’” 



 
A special thank 

you to those 
who continue to 

remember to 
collect their 

used stamps for 
RDA (Riding for 
the Disabled) 

and a reminder, 
with Christmas 
not too far off, 

to save all those 
Royal Mail 
stamps.   

Wirral Foodbank 
Can you help with donations for Wirral Foodbank? 

Items can be dropped off at Dawpool Primary School - 
enter through the pedestrian entrance and place your 
items in the lime green donations bin. In order to avoid 
congestion at drop off and pick up times, we suggest 
that you drop your items between 10.00-11.30am. If you 
can’t get to school, items may also be dropped off to 38 
Heathbank Avenue (box in front of the garage) 

The following items will be much 
appreciated so they can be given 
out during the month of 
December 

RICE PUDDING 
CEREAL 

TEA 
COFFEE 
SQUASH 

HOT CHOCOLATE 
TINNED SPAGHETTI 
TINNED POTATOES 

TINNED /PACKET SOUP 
TINNED MEAT 
TINNED FISH 

RICE 
INSTANT MASH 
PASTA SAUCE 

TOOTHPASTE/TOOTHBRUSH 
DEODRANT 
SHAMPOO 

CHOCOLATE 
BISCUITS 
SUGAR 

JAM 
SPONGE PUDDINGS 
NAPPIES SIZE 5&6 

 

 

We now have an Amazon smile 
account. The Link can be found on the 
website  at  www.thurstaston.org.uk , 
on the first page, scroll down until you 
see the amazon smile banner. If  you 
click on the banner it will take you 
directly to amazon, any purchases you 
then make Amazon will donate money 
to the church with no cost to you.  
 

 

 

  

Leprosy Boxes—Thankyou  
 
Many, many thanks to those who have sent 
cheques for the Leprosy Mission. 
Such generosity at a time when all charities 
are asking for donations, is outstanding. 
To date I’ve been able to send cheques 
totalling £280.  
Unable to give individual receipts, I trust 
when your cheque is cashed will be sufficient 
acknowledgment, if not, please contact me 
and I will send you a personal receipt. 
 
Pat Hulme. 

Children’s Society Boxes—Thankyou  
 
This year despite being unable to collect in 
all of the boxes, we had a record total of 
£1020.07. Many thanks to all who donated. 
 
Jean Heath. 






