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Worship in the Wilderness 
Throughout March and April  
8pm St Chads—see page 5 

 
6th March  

World day of Prayer—P14   
1.45pm Heswall Methodist Church & 
7.30pm Emmanuel Church , Pensby 

 
14th March  

New Testament Live  - P9 
10am –4pm St Lukes Methodist Church  

 
 

18th March  
EMU –8pm St Chads 

Little Eye Photography—P 16  
 
 

22nd March  
Evensong for Mothering Sunday  

5pm St Bartholomew’s  
 

29th March  
APCM  

6.30pm St Chad’s  
 

29th March  
Clocks go Forward  

 
Foxhill Retreat 
26th—29th May  

See page 10 
 

5th April  
Palm Sunday  
See page 14  
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Diary Dates 

Funerals 
We commend to  God’s  eternal care  

 

14th February  
Arthur Broster 

 

26th February 
Norma Kingsbury  

 

27th February 
Alfred Wallis  

Baptisms  
We welcome into the  Lord’s family 

16th February 

Rebecca Sadie Randall  
& 

Evie Jane Randall 

From the Registers 
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From Your Rector                                                        

 
Dear Friends, 

Psalm 84 
 
This psalm is appropriate to think about during Lent, as it was used by 
pilgrims going up to Jerusalem. It speaks of the journey to find the 
presence of God in our lives. Where is our heart with God? 
 
A Heart for God’s Presence: ‘How lovely is your dwelling-place, Lord 
Almighty! My soul yearns, even faints, for the courts of the Lord; my 
heart and my flesh cry out for the living God.’ (v1,2). For the psalmist, 
the Temple is the focus of God’s presence and the place where he longs 
to be. How much do we long to know God’s presence ourselves? Lent is 
a time to seek Him through the spiritual disciplines of Bible reading, 
prayer, fasting, silence and solitude. 
 
A Heart set on Pilgrimage: ‘Blessed are those whose strength is in you, 
whose hearts are set on pilgrimage. As they pass through the Valley of 
Baka, they make it a place of springs; the autumn rains also cover it 
with pools.’ (5,6). Lent reminds us that the Christian life is a journey of 
faith, which is not always easy. We pass through the valley of Baka, 
which is the dry desert place in our experience. Here God can seem 
remote and silent. However, it also the season when we are refreshed 
by the Holy Spirit filling our lives. 
 
A Heart that’s Undivided: ‘Better is one day in your courts than a 
thousand elsewhere; I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my 
God than dwell in the tents of the wicked.’ (10). We will find a home in 
God’s presence only with an undivided heart, as we maintain our focus 
on God and trust him for all we need. 
 
‘Most of Scripture speaks to us; the Psalms speak FOR us.’ (St 
Athanasius). 

Revd Jane 
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Worship in the Wilderness 
Together in Church Services 

 

Feb 26th(8pm) Ash Wednesday A Secret Journey 
1st March  Lent 1     A Spirit-led Journey 
8th March  Lent 2    A Simple Journey 
15th March Lent 3     A Sorrowful Journey 
22nd March Lent 4    A Sacrificial Journey 

This is also Mothering Sunday - see bottom of page for more details 
29th March  Lent 5    A truth-Speaking Journey 
5th April   Palm Sunday   A Surprising Journey 

 

Worship in the Wilderness  
Personal Devotions or in a Small Group 

 

Worship in the Wilderness is a Lent series, journeying with 
Jesus through the desert. Explore this rich 
biblical theme, which touches on subjects 
such as simplicity, silence, sorrow, truth-
speaking and being led by the Spirit. 
The Personal Devotions book is an A5, 56 
page full colour book. It contains five daily 
readings per week up to Palm Sunday. 
There are biblical reflections, creative 
responses and practical applications for 
earthing the ideas in real life. 
Small group will meet on Thursdays 8.00-
9.00pm at St Chad’s 
EVERYONE WELCOME - You will need a copy of 
the book which is £6.00 - Let Jane know if you 
want one (initially ordered 10 copies) 

5th Mar: A Secret Journey and A Spirit-led Journey 
12th Mar: A Simple Journey   26th Mar: A Sacrificial Journey 
19th Mar: A Sorrowful Journey   2nd Apr: A truth-Speaking Journey  
 

Mothering Sunday 22nd March 
We will distribute flowers as usual at all morning services, but as you can see from 
above the theme of the service will be a Lenten one. Junior Church will do 
appropriate craft activities for Mothering Sunday. And then for those who feel that 
they would like a service with more of a Mothering Sunday feel, there will be a 
special service:- 

5.00pm Evensong for Mothering Sunday at St Bartholomew’s - All Welcome 
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NEW TESTAMENT LIVE 
Sat. 14th March 2020, 10.00am - 4.00pm 

St. Luke's Methodist Church, 19 Market Street, Hoylake, CH47 2BF  
 

The booking DETAILS... 
It is just £14 per person for a life changing day.  

Please bring a packed lunch 
https://www.bible.org.uk/wtb_event_tickets.php  

 

Everyone receives a full colour workbook and free re-admission for life 
 

11 - 16 year olds can attend for free with a paying adult  
(but they will not receive a book) 

https://www.bible.org.uk/wtb_event_tickets.php
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God in the Sciences :  A Bucket of Tadpoles: Springtime, Curiosity, 
and the Theology of Science 

When I was nearly three, I knocked a bucket of tadpoles all over the patio. 
Those unfortunate creatures must have been collected to educate my 
brother and I on where frogs came from, but a toddler can’t just stand by 
and watch. Can I see up close? Or maybe I was ‘helpfully’ moving it to 
another place. I just remember doing something I shouldn’t have done, 
and tadpoles on the ground. I was sad that I wouldn’t get to see those 
creatures grow up.  
 

I might have been great at destroying things when I was a child (my 
family would probably say I still am), but I absolutely love watching living 
things up close. The more I learn, the more my sense of wonder grows. 
For a tadpole to become a frog, large sections of its gut, salivary glands 
and muscles must die, as well as the gills. The cells in those tissues are 
programmed to curl up and disintegrate, and are then swallowed up by a 
specialised kind of white blood cell. Legs grow from small sacs of cells on 
the tadpole’s body, and one of my textbooks says that ‘The nervous 
system is also remodelled’ - which I suspect is a bit of an understatement.  
 

This knowledge removes a little of the mystery of how a tadpole turns 
into a frog, but there is plenty more to discover. These few details also 
reveal the cleverness of the process. Metamorphosis is surprisingly 
common in the animal kingdom. How is that an efficient way to grow up, 
or is efficiency not the most important thing for an animal?   

Scientists are essentially grown-ups who are still very much in touch with 
their inner two-year-old. They refuse to stop asking questions, even when 
finding an answer becomes decidedly more awkward than opening a 
textbook.  
 

Many scientists are people of faith, and this also drives their questioning. 
They believe that God created a world that was very good, that the 
purpose of all Creation is to praise Him, that we are made in God’s image, 
and that we are tasked with looking 
after Creation. So Christians, of all 
people, should be enjoying and 
investigating our surroundings. These 
are the bones of a theology of science 
which serves some of us very well, and 
keeps us looking into things like 
buckets of frogs – that is, until a two 
year-old comes and knocks them over. 
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‘He gave us eyes to see them’:  woodcut from Cologne Bible of 
1478 
 
The RSPCA was the first national 
animal welfare society in the world 
and was founded in 1824 by an  
Anglican priest, the Revd Arthur 
Broome. He asked the question, 
‘Can the infliction of cruelty on any 
being which the Almighty has      
endued with feelings of pain and 
pleasure consist with genuine and 
true benevolence?’  
 

This month we focus on the story of Balaam and his donkey in Numbers 
22. Balaam has not heeded God’s will, and as he journeys, an angel bars 
his way. Balaam cannot see the angel, but his donkey can. Three times the 
animal turns away. Three times he is beaten by his owner, and eventually 
the donkey asks, ‘Why are you beating me when I have served you faith-
fully?’ Balaam’s eyes are opened: he sees the angel and his heart repents. 
 

This story is captured in a vivid woodcut from the Cologne Bible of 1478. 
It was a translation into Low German and enhanced by colourful               
illustrations. We can see Balaam on his donkey in the countryside. He has 
raised his hand to strike, unaware that the donkey has seen the angel of 
God. As we look and ponder this story, we can remember that cruelty and 
abuse mark out life today with children, vulnerable adults, and all crea-
tures great and small.  The donkey calls us to think of how we treat crea-
tion around us.  
 

Donkeys can be stubborn, but they are also signs of humility, patience and 
hard work. It might be Dapple with Sancho Panza in the story of Don 
Quixote, or Tim Moore travelling the camino with his donkey in ‘Spanish 
Steps.’ And in the Gospels, we recall the donkey in the Christmas story 
and the donkey that bore Jesus into Jerusalem on the first Palm Sunday. 
We celebrate that day next month: the humble donkey sharing in the     
triumph of that entry, just as he shares with all animals in the wonder of  
creation. G K Chesterton’s poem reminds us that the donkey may be 
starved, scourged and derided, but he had that special hour of glory. 
‘There was a shout about my ears and palms before my feet.’ 
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A little Bit of History 

This beautiful leather bound order of service (front cover 
and dedication prayer shown below) was given to Revd Jane 
by the next of kin of Mr Arthur Broster (16.11.36  -  
18.1.20).  
The original will now be placed in the parish archives at the 

Chester Diocesan Records office. 
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EMU 
(Evening Mother Union) meets:- 

One Wednesday in each month, 8.00pm at St Chad’s  
for more information contact Chris Rostock (648 1112) 

 

 
Next Meeting  

Wednesday 18th March 8pm — 
Little Eye Photography ’ by Roger Ellison  (more information below) 

Talk and items for sale 
 

 

        ALL WELCOME  
 

‘My Journey into Photography’ is a canter through my experiences of 
learning the hard way how to get the best out of my camera – 
whatever I had at the time. It starts back in the film days when my 
father taught me the basic principles and put me to work on 
photographing some challenging subjects and using some unusual 
techniques. 
 
Into the digital age and I move from an early ‘point and shoot’ 
camera to a bridge camera and then to SLR. The main subjects being 
birds (especially the more challenging birds in flight), planes (taking 
advantage of being ‘airside’ on an active airfield) and landscape 
(mainly around the Wirral and 
North Wales). I’ve also been using a 
drone for several years to get 
stunning aerial images giving a new 
perspective to familiar sights.' 
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Need a Meeting Room? 
 

At St Chad’s we have a large hall and  
several options of different sized rooms. 

 Bookings can be made by phoning the Hall Booking Secretary 
      Mrs Jean Heath: 648 6015 

For more information and prices please go to the website  
https://www.thurstaston.org.uk/hall-and-room-hire/ 
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IRBY  MOTOR  COMPANY 
 
 

CARS BOUGHT AND SOLD 
SERVICE & REPAIR  -  FREE LOAN CAR 

 
SERVICE:  0151 648 0200 

 

SALES:  0151 648 5488 
 

 
 

Accounts Un Limited 

Patricia Brady ACMA 

 

Personal Tax Returns .  

Company Accounts . VAT Returns 

 

Home Visits . Friendly &  

Confidential Service 

648 4379 or 07968 908779 
 
 
 

QUINNS FUNERAL SERVICE 

An independent Family Business 

Pre-paid funeral plans 
Private Chapels of rest 

Our experience enables us to offer compassionate 
expert advice. 

 

Greasby Office, Tel: 0151 677 2299 
 West Kirby Office, Tel: 0151 625 5274 

 Hoylake Office, Tel: 0151 632 2205 

BIRKENHEAD MONUMENTAL LTD 
 

QUALITY MEMORIALS, RENOVATIONS, 
ADDITIONAL INSCRIPTIONS ETC. 

 
CALL FOR FULL COLOUR BROCHURE, 

PERSONAL ATTENTION OFFERED. 
 

Telephone:  0151 608 2578 

If you would like to purchase advertising space in this magazine please 
telephone 

 
St Chad’s Church Office on 0151 648 8169 or  

E-mail:  office@thurstaston.org.uk 
 
 

Advertising space is sold in good faith.   
The Parochial Church Council and/or Editor can take no responsibility for the quality of 

goods or services offered. 

HelpLink are a small Wirral charity who     
support   people who are finding life a little  
difficult. We offer transport, shopping and 
friendship services via our network of        
wonderful volunteers. 
If you could spare half a day a week or more to 
help make a real         difference please call us 
on 648 3322 or email 
suedavis@helplink.org.uk 
www.helplink.org.uk 

Mandy’s Helping Hands 

Domestic help, cleaning,  
ironing, shopping,  

driving to appointments, 
 

No job too small 
 

Mandy 07714 836362 

mailto:suedavis@helplink.org.uk
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Churchwarden 
Mrs Liz Whitehead    606 9083 
 
Reader 
Mr Alan Jones     648 1400 
 
 
Retired Clergy 
 
Revd David Trollope           342 2648 
 
Revd Ray Dent                                  792 2022 
 
Revd Margaret Fletcher   648 1025 
 
PCC Secretary 
Mr Graham  Barley                             648 1867 
 
 
PCC Treasurer               
Mr Kevin Marley  

     pcc-treasurer@thurstaston.org.uk  
 
 
Verger 
Mr Jon Oliver                           648 1754 
 
Organist                                                     
Mr Craig Vickers    648 7405 
 
Electoral Roll 
c/o Church Office                               648 8169 
 
St Chad’s Hall Booking Secretary  
Mrs Jean Heath                          648 6015 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Evening Mothers’ Union (EMU) 
Mrs Chris Rostock (Secretary)   6481112                                      
 
Flower Guild (St Bartholomew’s) 
Mrs Elaine Jones                                648 1400 
 
Flower Guild (St Chad’s) 
Mrs Dawn Rudd                          648 0209 
 
Cleaning Guild (St Bartholomew’s) 
Mrs June Bibby     678 8124 
 
Cleaning Guild (St Chad’s) 
Mrs Leslie Worrall    648 5590 
 
Bellringers Tower Captain 
Dr Peter Robson                                648 6691 
 
 
 

CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE 
 
Junior Church 
Mrs Julie Deboorder                           648 6331 
 
Seniors/Youth (11-16)  
Mrs Janet Trigg                                  648 8821 
 
Rainbows/Brownies/Guides 
www.girlguiding.org.uk or 
Freephone          0800 1 69 59 01
                                  

 
 
 

CHARITY REPRESENTATIVES 
 

Christian Aid Representative 
Vacant 
 
Children’s Society Representative 
Mrs Jean Heath                                  648 6015 
 
Leprosy Mission Representative 
Mrs Pat  Hulme                                   538 1953 
 
Adoption Society Representative            
Mrs Chris Rostock                              648 1112 

Contacts 

mailto:pcc-treasurer@thurstaston.org.uk
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Sunday Services 
 

 
 
St Bartholomew’s        St Chad’s  
 
8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)           1st March        9.30 am Family Service with 
11.15am Holy Communion                Lent 1             Dawpool  
 
8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)           8th March        9.30 am Holy Communion 
11.15am Morning Worship              Lent 2 
 
8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)          15th March         9.30am Morning Worship 
11.15am  Holy Communion              Lent 3  
 
8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)          22nd March      9.30am Family Holy Communion 
11.15 am Holy Communion                     Lent 4 
5.00 pm Evensong                            Mothering Sunday  
 
8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)          29th March      9.30 am Holy Communion 
11.15 am Baptism                                    Lent 5                     6.30 pm APCM               
 
8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)          5th April       9.30am Family Service  
11.15 am Holy Communion              Palm Sunday                

 
Weekday Services  

Holy Communion celebrated at St Chad’s each Wed 10.15am 
ALL WELCOME 

 

Baptisms and Weddings 
To arrange a baptism or wedding,  

please telephone the Rector, Revd Jane Turner on 0151 648 1816  
or the Church office on 0151 648 8169. 

PLEASE NOTE: Rector’s day off - Tuesday 

RECTOR: Revd Jane Turner 
  The Rectory, 77 Thingwall Road, Irby, Wirral, CH61 3UB  
 Telephone: 0151 648 1816 (Day off Tuesday) E-mail: rector@thurstaston.org.uk 
 
CHURCH OFFICE:  Mrs K Butler St Chad’s Church, Roslin Road, Irby, CH61 3UH 
  Telephone:  0151 648 8169.   E-mail:  office@thurstaston.org.uk 

      OPEN  TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY 9.30am - 12.30pm (term time) 
 
PARISH WEBSITE:  www.thurstaston.org.uk 

 

Church Services March  2020 


